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        Realt na Mara N.S.  
 
 

Admission and Participation Policy for ASD Classes  
 
 
 

Enrolment Policy for our special classes that support children with Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD) 
 
Introduction 
The Board of Management of Réalt na Mara National School hereby sets out its Enrolment and 
Admission Policy in accordance with the provisions of the Education Act 1998, the Education Welfare 
Act 2000, the Equal Status Act, 2004 and other relevant legislation and 
Circulars.  The Board trusts that by so doing, parents will be assisted in relation to enrolment matters 
concerning our special classes that support children with Autistic Spectrum Disorder. (ASD)  
 
Decisions in relation to applications for enrolment are made by the Board of Management of the 
school. 
 
General School Information 
 
Name of School: Réalt na Mara National School 
Telephone No. (042) 9327230- School Office 
E-mail: office@realtnamarans.ie 
 
 
Mission Statement 
Scoil Náisúnta Réalt na Mara is a Catholic Co-educational school under the Patronage of the 
Archbishop of Armagh, His Grace, Eamon Martin. Our mission is the provision of Primary Education of 
the highest quality for all our pupils in an atmosphere of love, trust, and acceptance. The 
management staff and pupils endeavour to make this school a welcoming, safe, happy place where 
difference, tolerance and mutual respect is celebrated. 
Réalt na Mara promotes the full and harmonious development of all aspects of the child – intellectual, 
physical, cultural, moral, spiritual, aesthetic and holistic, thus ensuring each child achieves his full 
human potential. We aim to enhance and encourage in all pupils an awareness of their own self 
worth; confidence in their own ability; the importance of respect and forgiveness, so that through 
their learning experience they achieve the life skills necessary to be well rounded happy citizens, who 
will always make a valuable contribution to society. 
Réalt na Mara School actively promotes both individually and collectively, the professional 
development of all staff members. 
 
Background 
Our first special class for supporting children with ASD was established in 1999 and has grown now to 
include 4 ASD classes and 1 Early Intervention class.  The purpose of these classes are to support 
children with ASD, who are experiencing, or would experience difficulty in a mainstream class setting, 
to access the curriculum and maximize their potential for learning and personal development.  These 
classes also serve to prepare children with ASD, where suitable, to re-integrate into the mainstream 
setting. 
 
Enrolment Procedure 
The process of enrolling in our special classes supporting children with ASD begins with an enquiry to 
the school – this can be a telephone call, email or a visit from the parents/guardians. 
The caller will be informed of the current enrolment status of these special classes and will also be 
directed to this enrolment policy on the school website. 
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If an application proceeds, this application (incorporating date of application, date of birth, address, 
telephone number and email address will be entered in the Application File. 
Applications will only be considered on the basis of a diagnostic or psychological report – a diagnosis 
of autism meeting DSM IV/V of ICD diagnostic criteria.  These classes are for all pupils who meet the 
criteria irrespective of cognitive ability.  All applications which have been received within the timeline 
for receipt of applications as set out in the school’s annual Admission Notice posted on our website 
www.realtnamarans.ie will be considered for first round offers.   
The application will undergo team assessment by the Admission Team (The admission team is made 
up of the Principal Mr. McCaul, Deputy Principal Mrs. Clune and the ASD coordinator) to ensure that 
the application fulfills the enrolment criteria outlined in this policy. 
Once this process has been completed the applicant secures a place on the list of applicants to enroll.  
This list is organised on the basis of our enrolment criteria outlined below. 
When a place becomes available the parents and principal/deputy principal will complete the 
‘Notification to NCSE of enrolment in a special class’ this is Form 7 available on www.ncse.ie 
A school application form, incorporating family details and medical history is completed on enrolment 
day for children who have secured a place. 
 
 
Criteria for Enrolment in ASD Classes 
The maximum class size in each special class is six pupils.  The Board of Management reserves the 
right to enroll less than this if it is deemed in the best interests of the class, the children and the 
school.   
In order for a child to be enrolled in the centre for Autism, a place must be available and he/she must 
fully fulfil the following criteria:- 
 

 A full psychological assessment specifying Autism by a clinical /educational psychologist or 
psychiatrist, with a recommendation of placement in an ASD specific class.  This report 
should be recent, within the last 24 months, and MUST include the results of an ICD 10 or 
DSM-IV/DSM-V assessment. 

 School Application to Enrol Form – fully completed, indicating that you wish your child to be 
enrolled in an ASD class. 

 A multi-disciplinary report is also valuable, and should be presented to the school at the 
earliest possible date. 

 
If the number of children on the list of applicants to enroll exceeds the number of places available, 
the following criteria will apply in priority order, beginning with number one – subject to meeting all 
the criteria and completing all the procedures outlined in this policy.  
 
 

1. Brothers and sisters of the following   
 

a. existing pupils in mainstream and ASD classes 
b. pupils who have been offered a place for the following year after the closing  

deadline date specified on our Admission Notice 
c. Children of staff members of Réalt na Mara 
-                          Priority to the eldest applicant in each case.   

 
2. Existing pupils in a mainstream class in Réalt na Mara for whom enrolment in an autism 

class is deemed a more suitable learning environment – priority to the eldest applicant. 
 

3. Existing pupils in Early Intervention for whom enrolment in an autism class is deemed a 
more suitable learning environment and who live within the catchment of St Patrick’s and 
St. Joseph’s parish - priority to the eldest applicant. 

 
4. Existing pupils in Early Intervention for whom enrolment in an autism class is deemed a 

more suitable learning environment and who live outside the catchment of St Patrick’s and 
St. Joseph’s parish - priority to the eldest applicant. 
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Enrolment in Early Intervention Class 
Réalt na Mara has an Early Intervention Class (EIC). A child of preschool age may be enrolled in the 
Early Intervention class.  Parents wishing to enrol their child in the EIC must present a psychological 
report to the school. This report must include a diagnosis of ASD and a recommendation for a 
placement in an EIC. Once this report has been forwarded to the school principal, parents will be 
asked to make an application to enrol the child in the E.I.C.  
 
A place in the E.I.C. does not guarantee a child a subsequent place in the A.S.D. class or in the 
mainstream school following their time in the EIC.  A child may stay in the EIC for a maximum of 2 
years and a child must be in his/her primary placement in the year of their 6

th
 birthday. 

 
EIC places are allocated on the receipt of all appropriate documents listed above. 
 
Inclusion 
The Board of Management will not refuse a child on the basis of Ethnicity, disability, (i.e. severity of 
Autism diagnosis) traveler status, refugee status, political beliefs or family or social circumstances, 
provided they fulfil the enrolment criteria does not necessarily ensure 
Enrolment if: 

 Necessary resources pertaining to the enrolment are not available 

 Sufficient classroom space is not available 

 The Admission Team decide that the school is unable to adequately meet the needs of the 
child 

Taking all of the above into account, and based on the advice of the Admission Team for the special 
classes, the Board of Management reserves the right of admission. 
 
Health Board Input 
Essential services are to be provided by the Health Service Executive.  These services include Speech 
and Language therapy, Occupational therapy and Sensory activities. 
 
 
Evaluation   
The Board of Management will monitor the implementation of all aspects of this policy.  This policy 
will be amended and updated as required. 
 
  
This policy was ratified by the B.O.M. on 11

th
 December 2021 and is effective from this date. 

 
Signed on behalf of the Board of Management:  

 

Anne McDonnell                                                       

________________________________          ________________ 
Chairperson, Board of Management                        Date 
 
 
 
Phil McCaul                                                                 
________________________________        _________________ 
Principal       Date 


